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Brief Outline

1. What is Jewish Music?

2. What is the history of Jewish Music?

3. What are the melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic elements of Jewish Music?

Jewish Music is:

Music that is used in the performance of tefillah (prayer), life cycle events, and community celebration/commemoration.

The essence of Jewish music is its function, not its origin. The fact that a piece has Jewish motifs (for example, associated with specific prayers) does not make the piece Jewish; nor does the fact that a piece may have been written by a Jew. However, music which seeks to document the cultural life of a community of Jews, used by that community for events, can be identified as Jewish music. 

Example: Modern composers Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen. Both of Jewish origin. However, Dylan’s music has no function in Jewish events, nor does it document the Jewish experience. Cohen’s music, for the most part, is also secular, North American, but sometimes does speak to the Jewish experience (e.g. The Partisan; Hallelujah). Many other examples, such as Irving Berlin and Billy Joel.
Music that we accept as part of the prayer service today may have had secular origins. Example: the melody for Aleinu (she’hu noteh shamayim). 

Art music can be problematic. Is Mendelsohn’s Elijah Jewish music? What about Schumann’s Dichterliebe (lieder using poetry by Heinrich Heine)? Or Mahler’s Symphonies? Even more difficult, Bernstein’s Mass?!

Yiddish music is generally considered “Jewish music” because it arises out of the community experience of Jews. However, the Yiddish theatre on 2nd Avenue had virtually nothing to do with the Jewish religion. The use of Yiddish and Hebrew, however, is usually an indication…

What about the music of Israel? Is it Jewish music? Most of the music coming out of Israel is secular, but it is clearly the music of the experience of the Jewish community. 

Importance of Music in Judaism
· All prayer is sung.

· Song both maintains coherence across the diaspora, and identifies cultural differences

· Singing is required by Tanakh and Torah in celebration

· It is part of the cultural tradition

Parameters of Differentiation

Geography


Israel/Palestine


Western Europe


Eastern Europe


North Africa


North America


South America

Time


Biblical/Ancient


Mishnaic/2nd Temple


Early medieval


Classical


19th cent


20th cent

Theology


Secular


Traditional


Chasidic


Sephardic


Ashkenazi


Reform

Categories of Jewish Music

Liturgical – music in the function of prayer and study


Torah trop


Nusach (including chant)


Prayer songs


Hazzanut

Folk Song (including dance music)


Yiddish


Israeli


North American/camp


Klezmer

Art Song


Opera: Meyerbeer, Hoffman, Offenbach


Orchestral music: Mahler, Bernstein, Bloch, Milhaud, Copland


Lieder: Rossi, Weiner


Pop (English or Hebrew)

Musical Theatre


Yiddish theatre: Goldfaden, Abraham Ellstein, Sholom Secunda, Thomashevsky


Movie scores: Castelnuovo-Tedesco


Broadway shows

Popular Songs


Mattisyahu

Jewish Music Studies


Abraham Z. Idelsohn


Irene Heskes


A.W. Binder


Eric Werner


Abraham Baer


Gershon Ephros


Moshe Nathanson


Max Wohlberg


Charles Davidson


Hanoch Avenary


Judith Kaplan Eisenstein

Books to Note
Heskes, I. Passport to Jewish Music

Edelman, M.B. Discovering Jewish Music

Idelsohn, A.Z. Jewish Music – Its Historical Development

Slobin, M. Chosen Voices

Summit, J. The Lord’s Song in a Strange Land

Werner, E. The Sacred Bridge

Eisenstein, J.K. Jewish Music

Levine.,  Joseph A. Synagogue Song in America


L.A. Hoffman. The Art of Public Prayer


Jacobson, J. Chanting the Hebrew Bible
Song Selection:

Yerushalayim shel Zahav

Chichester Psalms

Sunrise, Sunset

The Partisan

Adonai Roi

A Survivor from Warsaw

Clear and Gentle Stream

Sacred Service

Then Shall the Righteous Shine

You Don’t Bring Me Flowers

Yir’u Eineinu

Sim Sholom

Lecha Dodi

Unter Beymer

Torah Reading

Service Melodies

For next time…

II. Theoretical Concepts in Jewish Music
Psalmody


Textual dominance

Nigunim


Melodic dominance

Improvisation

Modes


Adoshem Malach

Magen Avot


Ahavah Rabbah

Motifs


Misinai tunes


Holiday motifs

Folk tunes

Biblical Chant


Masoretic notation

Trope system tetrachords
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

OF JEWISH GENERAL

AND CULTURAL HISTORY

Approximate dates are enclosed in parentheses.

GENERAL HISTORY

CULTURAL HISTORY

From the beginnings to the destruction of Jerusalem and
Israel’s dispersion

BEFORE THE COMMON ERA:

3761 Beginning of the Jewish
calendar (fixed in 344 of the
Common Era)
(2000-1600) The Patriarchs

(2000: Abraham)
13th Century Moses
1200-1050 The Judges
1050-586 The Kings

(1000) David

(950) Solomon
933 Partition of the Kingdom
722 Assyrian Exile
587 Fall of Jerusalem to
Nebuchadnezzar

Babylonian Exile—to 538
538-332 The Persian period

(1150) Deborah’s Song
1000—450 The Prophets

(725) Isaiah

(600) Jeremiah

(575) Ezekiel
(700) The carliest Hebrew script
known: The Siloah inscription
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GENERAL HISTORY

332-166 The pre-Maccabaean

Greek period

331 Foundation of Alexandria

320 Judea passes under Egyptian

rule

203 Antiochus takes Jerusalem
Judea under Syrian rule

167 Maccabacan revolt, headed by

Mattathias

165 Victory of the Jews at Beth-Zur
Rededication of the Temple

104 Kingdom of the Hasmoneans

63 Pompey conquers Jerusalem and

puts an end to Jewish independence

48 Death of Pompey

37-34 Herod “The Great,” King of

Judea

THE COMMON ERA:

6 Judea becomes a Roman province
4 B.C.E.—39 c.E. Herod Antipas
ruler of Galilee and Peraea

29 (?) Crucifixion of Jesus

30 (or 35) Conversion of St. Paul
37 Birth of Josephus

38 Persecution of Jews in Alexandria
41-54 Claudius Emperor

54-68 Nero Emperor

64 Burning of Rome and
persecution of Christians

66 Jewish revolt in Palestine

69-79 Vespasian Emperor

70 Titus destroys Jerusalem and the
Temple

THE MUSIC OF ISRAEL
CULTURAL HISTORY

(621) The discovery of the Torah
(450) Completion of the writing of
the Torah (Ezra)

(300) The Greek version of the
Scriptures: Septuaginta

(450-250) The Sofrim—learned
writers

(250) Simon the scholar

(180) The Book of Ben-Sira written
(Hebrew)

30 to (10 c.k.) Hillel the Great
(from Babylon) teaches in Jerusalem
(300-100 c.E.) Influence of
Hellenism on Jewish culture

40 to (20 c.k.) Philo of Alexandria

10-220 The Tannaites, whose
teachings are collected in the
Mishna

70 Jochanan ben Zakkai establishes
a rabbinical school at Jamnia
(Yavneh)

The Jews under Hellas and Rome

79-81 Titus Emperor
81-96 Domitian Emperor

96-98 Nerva Emperor
98117 Trajan Emperor

7679 Josephus completes his
history of the “Jewish War”
93-94 Josephus completes his
“Antiquities”
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GENERAL HISTORY

117-138 Hadrian Emperor
117-118 Jewish revolt in Palestine
132-135 Revolt of Bar-Kochba
138-161 Antonius Pius Emperor
161-168 Marcus Aurelius
(180-250) Soldier Kings and
decline of the Roman Empire
(250) and 303 Persecution of the
Christians on a large scale
c. 250-650 Babylon under Persian
rule
284-305 Diocletian Emperor
323-337 Consrantine the Great,
who makes Christianity the state
religion
325 First Church Council at Nicaea
330 Constantinople (formerly
Byzantium) becomes capital of the
Roman Empire
(350) Jewish revolt in Galilee
361-363 Julian the Apostate
375 Beginning of the Great
Migration of People
395 Partion of the Roman Empire
after the death of Theodosius
395-1453 Byzantine (Eastern)
Empire
395476 Western Empire
(conquered by the Goths)
614 Persian troops conquer
Palestine
629 Restoration of Byzantine rule in
Palestine

435

CULTURAL HISTORY

(100) Synod of Yavneh; Old
Testament canon finally fixed
(125) Rabbi Akiba

(135) Martyrdom of Rabbi Akiba
140-175 Revival of the Jewish
schools in Palestine

(190) Official text of Mishna fixed
by Rabbi Yuda ha-Nassi

219 Babylonian schools founded at
Sura and Nehardea by Rab and
Samuel, respectively, later at
Pumbeditha

220-500 Period of Amoraim, the
interpreters and teachers of
Scriptures and Mishna after the
Tannaites

320-370 Decay of the Palestinian
schools; completion of Palestinian
Talmud; fixing of the Jewish
calendar by Hillel II

499 Completion of the Babylonian
Talmud

589-1038 Period of the Ge’onim
(heads of the Babylonian schools at
Sura and Pumbeditha)

The Settlement of the West and Medieval History

321 The first Jews in Cologne

711 The Arabs conquer Spain
8th—13th Century The Jews flourish
in Islamic Spain

640 Bostanai, founder of the
Dynasty of the Babylonian Exilarchs

761 Rise of Karaite sect
892-942 Sa’adyah ha-Gaon
998-1038 Hai, the last of the
Geonim

(800) Massora

900-1400 Flourishing of Jewish
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GENERAL HISTORY

1096 The first Crusade, followed by
persecution of Jews

The first Privileges for the Jews in
Germany: Speyer and Worms

1236 Privileges for the Jews in all
German countries

1296 Expulsion of the Jews from
England

1298 Expulsion of the Jews from
Franconia

1306 Expulsion of the Jews from
France

1348-1349 “The Black Death” in
Europe

1394 Second expulsion from France
1453 Constantinople falls to the
Turks

1492 The Arabs driven from Spain,
expulsion of the Jews

1497 Expulsion of the Jews from
Portugal

1525 Josel von Rosheim defends
the Jews in his writings

1591 Spanish Jews settle in Holland
1500-1700 The Messianic
movement

1657 Resettlement of the Jews in
England

THE MUSIC OF ISRAEL

CULTURAL HISTORY

philosophy of religion

1075-1105 The commentaries of
Raschi

1050 Ibn Gabirol

1080-1145 Yehuda ha-Levi
1135-1204 Maimonides
1165-1173 The travels of Benjamin
of Tudela

1200-1600 Flourishing of the
Cabbalal233 The writings of
Maimonides burned in Paris

1242 Copies of the Talmud burned
in Paris

(1310) Publication of the Zohar,
the Cabbalist compendium

1340 Turim Law Code completed
by R. Jacob ben-Asher

1437-1509 Don Isaac Abarbanel
1455-1522 The humanist Reuchlin
1475 The first Hebrew books
printed

1492 First printed edition of
Mishna with commentary of
Maimonides issued at Naples
1520-1523 First complete edition
of the Babylonian Talmud in 12
vols. folio

1523-1524 First printed edition of
the Jerusalem Talmud in one

volume
(1560) Shulchan Aruch compiled

1626-1676 Sabbatai Zvi, the
Pseudo-Messiah
1632-1677 Baruch Spinoza

Renaissance Italy

1516 The Ghetto of Venice

(1600) Privileges for Jewish scholars
and artists in Renaissance Italy

1513-1578 Asarja dei Rossi, the
Jewish humanist

1571-1648 Leone da Modena
(1587-1628) Flourishing of dance
and music in the golden age of
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GENERAL HISTORY

1740 Israel Baal Shem, Hassidic

movement
1787 Declaration of freedom of

religion in America

437

CULTURAL HISTORY

Ttalian music. Salomone Rossi and
other Jewish musicians at the Court

of Mantua
1629 A Jewish music academy in

Venice
1729-1786 Moses Mendelssohn

(1800) Beginnings of the reform

movement
(1823) Science of Judaism

A Century of Emancipation and the National Movement
in Eastern Europe

1790 Declaration of equality of the
Jews by the French National
Assembly

1812 The Jews recognized as
citizens in Prussia

1840 Pogroms in Damascus

1869 Conclusion of the European
emancipation: the “North German
Union”

1881 (and after) Large-scale
pogroms in Russia

(1800-1933) Flourishing of the
Jews in European culture and the

arts
(1800-1918) Flourishing of the
cantoral art in the eastern European

countries

1877 Abraham Goldfaden founds
his Jewish (Yiddish) Theater in Jassy
1908 Foundation of the Society for
Jewish Folk Music in St. Petersburg

The Return to Zion

1882-1905 First wave of
immigration into Palestine
1905-1914 Second Immigration
and creation of a labor movement in
Palestine

1914-1918 First World War

1917 Russian Revolution

1917 Balfour Declaration: England
supports the building of a National
Home for the Jews in Palestine
1919-1920 Pogroms in the Ukraine
1919-1924 Third Immigration
1922-1948 England’s mandatory
power in Palestine

1924-1927 Fourth Immigration

1874 Chaim Weizmann born near
Pinsk

1882 Pinsker: Auto-Emancipation
1896 Herzl: The Jewish State
1897 First Zionist Congress (in
Basle)

1916 Habima Theater founded in
Moscow

1924 The first Hebrew opera in
Palestine

1925 Opening of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem

1926 Foundation of a Palestine
Section of the International Society
for Contemporary Music
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GENERAL HISTORY

1927 Beginning of Fifth
Immigration, growing after 1933
and including children and youth on
a large scale

1933 Rise of the National-Socialist
regime in Germany and growth of
Fascism in all central Europe
1936-1939 Arab riots in Palestine
1939-1945 Second World War and
destruction of Jewish communities
in central and eastern Europe—
pogroms and mass murders till the
fall of the Nazi regime

1947 The United Nations decrees
the partition of Palestine and the
establishment of an independent
Jewish State

1948 Great Britain ends Palestine
Mandate.

David Ben-Gurion proclaims
the establishment of the State of
Israel.

The neighboring Arab states
attack Israel, Transjordan occupies
the Old City of Jerusalem and
devastates synagogues and buildings
in the Jewish Quarter
1949 Truce declared. The United
Nations accepts Israel as a member
state

Dr. Chaim Weizmann first
President of Israel
1950-1951 Mass immigration from
Oriental countries. Operation
“Magic Carpet” from Yemen
1956 Second Near East war, the
Suez War, after Britain’s retreat
from the Canal Zone and Egypt’s
nationalization of the Suez Canal
Company
1964 Arab guerilla groups found

THE MUSIC OF ISRAEL

CULTURAL HISTORY

1927 Mordecai Sandberg establishes
the Institute for New Music in
Jerusalem
1933 (and later) Emigration of
Jewish artists from the central
European countries
1936 Opening of Palestine
Broadcasting Station and
inauguration of Palestine Orchestra
(Toscanini), renamed Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra in 1948
World Center for Jewish Music

in Jerusalem

1948-1949 International music
publishing starts in Israel

1951 First U.S. tour of Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra
1952 Restitution agreement
between West Germany and Israel.
Cultural relations with European
and overseas countries

First International Choral
Festival in Israel (Zimriah)
1954 Festival of the International




